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In This Issue — It Should Be You 

Max Thompson 

The Talon has changed a lot in the last week in the near future. You can find it at 
year. Our goal lies in the integration of http://talon.libsyn.com. Have you visited 
the news network into the daily lives of the new website (http://www.thetalon- 
students. What a lot of students have onlinc.com) recently? It has updates and 
missed, and much of the fault is ours, is news stories that couldn’t wait for the next 
that a student voice is necessary in a issue, and it has blogs for student opinions 
student newspaper. These rights cannot to be posted on stories and content, as does 
be held solely to those with the credits the podcast website. Webcasts are also on 
or work studv dollars because they don’t the way, video news stories to accompany 
represent the student body as a whole. This the print. These new features promote 
unzipped edition is a step towards hearing student participation. Have something 
your voice. From this issue on, we want to to say about the new president, a student 
know is what is on your mind. We don’t organization, a sports team, or even the 
want to just report that the President has Talon? Let us know. Start a blog, email us 
resigned, we want you to know what your at talon-news-network@cxcite.com, come 
peers think about it. Have you listened to by Dallavis and knock on our door. 1 f you 
Threat Level: Midnight? It’s a half-hour like what we’re doing, that’s great. If you 
podcast (recorded web radio show) that don't, that’s even better. We’ll do anything 
gives a student voice to what’s going on to incorporate a broader perspective, and 
at Avila, bur on a broader scale, what’s we’re open to ideas. If President Gordon 
going on in Kansas City and the world, left us with anything, it’s that an open door 
It’s posted once a week, and maybe twice a policy is always a good practice. 

On a side note, Valentine’s Day is corning up, and we can’t have a February issue, it 
cents, without mentionin'’, lit In 'lid i We is n I .und n i, t : .. . 

Editor-in-Chief sets new direction, pushing it to the MAX! 

topics outside our safe zone. As a disclaimer, we’re not promoting anv type of lifestyle 
in The Talon other than that of free speech and expression, and we want to help protect 
anti inform our readers. 
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Feb 13 

’Mandatory Teaching /Intern Meeting 
*5pm Hodes Education Bldg, Room 700 
’Black Student Union, African American 
History Program 

'Roger Suggs, No Jangle Movement 
(TBA) 

‘Home Basketball vs Mid-America Nazarene 
’Women’s Game 5:30pm, Men’s game 7:30pm 


Feb. 15 

Polishing Your Interview Skills 
12;30 - 1:45pm Dallavis 800 


Feb 16 

'Home Basketball vs William Jewell 
'Women’s Game 5:30pm, Men’s game 7:30pm 


Feb 17 

General Assembly meeting 12:00 pm in the 
Barefoot room. 

contact Alex Mayden President of RHA 


Feb 18 

’Home Basketball vs Missouri Valley 
‘Women’s Game 2:00pm, Men’s game 
4:00pm 




Feb 20 

Practice Interviews start, 
Career Services 816-501-3666 


Mar 2 

Annual Ethnic Food & Culture Celebration 
from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 


Mar 4 

ALL ABOUT AVILA DAY 




Mar 5 -11 

Music and Dance from other cultures 


Mar 20-25 

Service and Social Issues Focus 


MAR 25 

STEER DINNER AT THE FAIRMONT 


March 26 - 31 
Literature and Film from 



other cultures 
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Teb 11 

Women’s Home Basketball vs 
Stephens at 4:00pm 



Intramural Volleyball Starts 



RHAGame Night - 

3pm is Movie Night on 4th floor lounge 



Feb. 2 

’Home Basketball vs Central 
Methodist 
’Women’s Game 5:30pm, Men’s 
game 7:30pm 




Retention at Avila: 



Rebecca Stolberg 



Since last year the retention of Avila’s 
first-year students has risen almost 10%. 

Retention is when a group of students 
from an academic year return for the 
following academic year. A group of 
returning students is known as a “cohort.” 
The first year student cohort for the 2004 
academic year was 71%. The national 
average fora school like Avila is 62-63%. 

Assistant Vice-President of Academic 
\ftairs, Dr. Dwyane Smith, who provides 
i he leadership over the retention process at 
• V ila, says that his goal is to help students 
“reach their fullest promise, goals, anti 
aspirations.” 

Measures are taken to ensure that 
students at \vila have everything thev 
need to succeed in college. Students who 
are struggling with their classes and who 
may have had trouble with their midterms 
might receive a phone call from the 
academic affairs office to see if any help 
can be provided. Common retention 
activities include phone calls and letters to 
students. Additionally, referrals are made 
to people who can help students excel in 
their classes. 

“That’s one of the challenges: to help 
students to understand that seeking help 
is not a sign ot weakness, but it comes 
[as] a sign ot ...strength, knowing yourself, 
and knowing the areas that you need to 
improve upon,” Smith said. 

Of course the university also tries to 
help students before they begin struggling 
with their classes. 

"We don’t wait for something to happen 
before we try to take action,” Smith said. 

There are two parts to the retention 
process at Avila. The first is making sure 
the students have “social integration.” 
Phis includes the communication among 
students and their involvement in activities 
at the university outside ot the classroom. 

The second component of the retention 
process is that of “academic integration.” 

1 hts part looks at the interaction that 
students have with their professors, how 
involved and connected they feel with their 
major, and everything else that students 
need to succeed in their academics. 

“I’m coming back because I feel that for 
my degree the school ispreparingme for real 
life after school,” junior Chris Campbell, a 
public relations and advertising major in 
the communications department said. 



The focus of the retention process is on 
those who have -undecided majors, male 
students, and those who withdraw from 
classes because of their financial situation. 
These three areas are problem spots for the 
administration and they lose some students 
each year who fall in these categories. 

While Avila is doing many effective 
things in retaining their cohort from 
year to year, students still see room for 
improvement. 

Kris Sachs, a first-year English student, 
isn’t coming back next semester. Instead 
she is transferring to Johnson County 
Communitv College. 

“It’s really boring here,” Sachs said. 
“T here’s no student activities that are 
worthwhile. Everything is- so bland and 
everyone is so quiet. The academics here 
are good but academics aren’t enough for 
me. And the tuition is kind of crazy too... 
even with the scholarships." 

Chris McNair is another student who 
won’t be returning next semester, l ie will 
be transferring as a sophomore to the 
University of New Mexico: 

“They didn’t have the program that 1 
want and if 1 was going to change my major, 
I would lose my grant money,” McNair 
said, “[it’s the] high cost of tuition and not 
having a program that meets my needs as 
a student.” 

However, the goal of 70% retention by 
the year 2008 for first-year students has 
already been met — and surpassed! With a 
71% retention rate, Avila now has to set a 
new goal. 

It is not easy keeping today’s college 
students interested in, well, school. A 71% 
retention rate is nothing to blush about. 
Compared to similair schools, Avila is a 
cut above the rest. Based on the comments 
ot some of the students I talked to, the 
best thing Avila could do would be to 
find some way to lower the tuition rate. I 
understand that a private, higher education 
is expensive, hut easing the burden on the 
students would help more students return 
with each year. 

( befall, Avila is on the right track. They 
understand the needs of the students and 
they are doing their best to fulfill those 
needs. If the retention rate continues to 
increase as it has in the past few years, look 
forward to seeing your friends walking 
around Avila in the coming semesters. 



Richer colleges get richer 

Colleges with a billion dollars in endowments earned 12 percent 
in investments for 2005, compared to 7.9 percent for colleges with 
endowments of $25 million or less. 



Average allocation of assets As a percentage for 2005 



Colleges 
with more 
than $1 
billion 


Venture 

capital 
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Hedge 

funds 


Fixed 

income 


Equity 


Other 




3.6% 


21.7 


14.2 


44.9 


15.5 


Colleges 
with $25 
million or 
less 


0% 


2.4 


27.8 


60.7 


9.1 



SOURCE: NACUBO Endowment Study 



Close to graduation, far from competent 

More than half the students at four-year colleges did not have the 
skills to perform complex tasks. Adults, overall, showed an even 
greater lack of skill. 

Literacy levels for college students and adults 
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(e.g. : news 
stories) 

Able to 40 percent 
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SOURCE: American Institutes for Research 



FREY’S SUCCESS FORMULA 

MILLION PIECES 

+ MILLION DOLLAR OPRAH PUSH 
x MILLION LIES 
- THE TRUTH 



= MULTI-MILLION S PAYOFF 




SHARE YOUR OPINION ON THE TALON 
DISCUSSION BLOG www.thetalon-online.com 
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7.7 magnitude 
earthquake 
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Major earthquake and ter 
threaten Indonesian 



Philippine 

Sea 



rorism 

Palu 



Kendari 



JAKARTA, Indonesia 
Copyright 2005 The \ssociated Press. 
All rights reserved. This material mav 
not he published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. _ \ magnitude- - .? undersea 
earthc|uake rocked eastern Indonesia early 
Saturday, the I .S. Geological Survey said. 
There was no danger ol a tsunami, and no 
injuries were reported. The earthquake 
occurred in the Banda Sea about 120 miles 
south of Ambon citv, the I S( IS said. It 
occurred at a depth of 212 miles. The 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center said no 
destructive tsunami threat existed. 

Amran, an official at Indonesia's 
meteorological agency in the capital, 
Jakarta, said there were no immediate 
reports of damages or injuries. Like many 
Indonesians, he goes bv onlv one name. 
The Internet news portal Detik.com 
reported from Ambon that people fled 
their houses in panic when the earthquake, 
which lasted about two minutes, struck. 

Ambon is about 1,600 miles east of 
lakarta. 
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Part-Time Package Handlers 

Earn $8. 50/hour with increases of 
50C after 90 days & 50C at one year 
Benefits (Medical/Dental/Vision/Life 
& 401K) 

Weekly paycheck 
Weekends & holidays off 
Paid vacations 

Log on to: 

www.upsjobs.com 

to fill out an application today! 

For more information, call: 

913-541-2727 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
‘Program Guidelines Apply. 
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What Hamas Wants 



B\ \MYTMBU. 
Associated Press Writer 



1 1 ; .R ITS A I. P.M Copyright 2005 The 
Asst wiatcU Press. Mt nights reserved. This 
material mav tint be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. _ Islamic 
I lamas militants who sw ept the Palestinian 
parliamcntan election have a clear 
domestic agenda: purging government 
corruption and restoring order to lawless 
streets. 

But they are much murkier when it 
comes to explaining how thev'll deal with 
a |cwish state whose existence they reject _ 
but cannot ignore. 

llamas’ dramatic upset was as much 
a measure of two decades of dogged 
grassroots work as it was a vote ol no- 
confidence in the corruption-tainted, 
ineffectual Fatah Party, which had 
dominated Palestinian political life for 40 
years. 

\n outgrowth ol the militant Egyptian 
Muslim Brotherhood, the highly 
disciplined llamas scored points with the 
largch impoverished Palestinian public bv 
offering a wide-ranging network of health, 
education and welfare services. 

Many experts believe llamas’ political 
and charity wings have been always 
intertwined with its military wing. 

But the group’s alternative to the Latah 
government’s inefficient social safety net 
allowed it to make inroads even among 
Palestinians tired of the cycle of violence 
m which I lamas, with its suicide bombings 
and rocket attacks, played a major a role. 

Now, having captured 76 of parliament's 
132 seats in Wednesday’s election, the 
politically inexperienced I lamas finds itself 
catapulted into steering the Palestinians 



through i me ol the w< irld’s most ml tael able 
conflicts. 

"What their real agenda is I can’t sav,' 
said Palestinian lawmaker I Lilian Ashrawi. 
a former l atali legislator re elected to 
parliament on a small party list. "I don't 
think t hew have it fulh formulated. 

“We know what thev sav, they want all 
of Palestine (including Israeli and sav that 
negotiations did not work,'' \sli raw i said. 
" I hcv talk about wanting reform. That 
doesn’t mean thev will do it.” 

Talal ( )kal, a 
Palestinian 
\l \yyam 
newspaper, said 
I lamas hadn't 
wanted to rake 
control of the 
g< ivernment, 
preferring to 
let latali take 
charge. 

Now that it 
has been forced 
to take the reins, 

Okal thinks 
Hamas will find 
itself forced to 
deal with Israel, 
it only on dav- 
to-day issues in 
which Israel is 
involved, such 
as elect l icit)', 
water, imports 
and exports. 

“Hamas 
can’t deal with 



peoples daily ntc without coordinating 
and dealing w ith Israel,” ( )kal said. 

( )nc way to do that would he bv inviting 
l atali to join its government and let l atali 
deal with Israel _ an idea Fatah rejected on 
Thursday, \nothcr would he to abandon 
its vi< ilcnl ideology. 

Since rile election, llamas leaders have 
signaled things could go either wav. 

One leader, Mtisliir al-Masri, said 
recognizing Israel and negotiating with it 
are “not on our agenda. " But Mahmoud 
Zahar, the group’s top leader in Ciaza, said 



he was reacts to maintain me ceasefire it 
Israel does likew ise. 

Yoram Schweitzer, an Israeli expert on 
terror, said he expected llamas to he its 
pragmatic sell where Israel is concerned. 



“In principle, they will sav l hc\ want 
all the lands hack. Pragmatically, thc\ 
will accept Israel’s existence” Schweitzer 
said. “They w ill strive not to recognize it 
officially, and will he willing to accept it in 
the interim until a final decision is made by 
future generations.” 



The Islamic militant group Hamas won a majority Thursday in parliamentary elections. The victory 
has many worried about the future of Mideast peacemaking, if the group still will not recognize Israel 

Brief history of the Islamic militant group Hamas 

1970s-1980s Be- Dec. 1987 September February 2005 Proclaimed cease-fire: truce marred by 

gan as offshoot of Officially formed 2000 attacks ahead of Israel's summer withdrawal from GazE 

Egypt s Muslim as group days Outbreak March Announced it will take part in Palestinian legislate 

Brotherhood; early after outbreak of second elections 

activity concentrat- of first uprising _ . . . , , , 

ed on social and Palestinian I September Israel ended 38-year occupation of Gaza; 

community issues uprising Hamas claimed I victory and pledged to end Israeli occu 

r a • natimn r \ f \A/oc-t DonL : 



1990s 



2000s 



1993-1994 Rejected 1996 Intensified 

interim peace accords; bombings; boycott- 

began campaign of ed first Palestinian 

suicide bombings aimed parliamentary 

at derailing peace plan election 



2004 Founder and spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin assassinated; successor assassinated 
four weeks later 

December; Entered political system through 
municipal races 



Jan. 2006 

Hamas swept 
parliamentary 
elections 



Fabruary 2006 
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Bush says he doesn’t know Abramoff, 
remember photos being taken 



Tracking lobbyist cash 



How both Republicans and Democrats have been 
tainted by the Jack Abramoff lobbying scandal: 

[~3 Republicans I I Democrats 
AbramofTs AbramofFs 

money clients’ money X 

His personal political Political contributions, 

contributions, 2000-2006 2000-2006 

Republicans Republicans <j 4 % 

$204,253 111')% s2.7 million 

Democrats SO Democrats $1.5 million 

Top congressional recipients 

Of Abramoff-related political contributions 
2000-2006 



By W illiam Douglas 
Knight Riclder News 



with some White House staffers but won’t 
say whom or about what. White House 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan has said 
Abramoff was in the White House at least 
twice for I lanukkah parties, where he may 
have had pictures taken with Bush. 

Administration officials want to keep any 
Bush -Abramoff pictures from becoming 
public to avoid giving political opponents 
ammunition that could hurt Republicans 
in November’s congressional elections. 

“Having my picture taken with someone 
doesn’t mean that I’m a friend with them or 
know them very well. I’ve had my picture 
taken with vou at holiday parties,” the 
president reminded reporters. Heestimatcd 
that he’d posed for about 9,0(10 photos at 
receptions this past holiday season alone. 

“I’m also mindful that we live in a world 
in which those pictures will be used for 
pure political purposes, and they’re not 
relevant to the investigation,” Bush said. 

Regarding the spying program, the 
president reiterated his contention that 
he was within his constitutional rights 
to authorize electronic eavesdropping 
without getting a warrant from a court or 
specific approval from Congress. 

Bush’s critics charge that he violated the 
1978 federal Intelligence Surveillance Act, 
which requires warrants from a secret U.S. 
court for such eavesdropping. 

“We’re having this discussion in 2006. 
It’s a different world,” the president said. 



WASHINGTON _ President Bush 
tried to distance himself Thursday from 
disgraced lobbyist lack Abramoff while- 
refusing to release W hite House pictures 
taken of him with Abramoff. 

“1, frankly, don’t even remember having 
my picture taken with the guv. I don’t 
know him,” Bush said. “But 1 can’t say l 
didn’t ever meet him.” 

The president’s remarks came during a 
wide-ranging, impromptu White House- 
news conference in which he continued 
to defend his domestic spying program, 
embraced a Russian proposal to end the 
stalemate over Iran’s nuclear activities and 
carefully interpreted a militant Islamic 
group’s stunning victor)- Wednesday in 
Palestinian parliamentary elections. 

Bush’s recollection of Abramoff was 
fuzzy, hut the high-flying lobbyist was 
well known in political fundraising circles, 
including the Bush-Chenev campaign, 
which received a $6,000 contribution 
from him. The campaign donated the 
money to the American Heart Association 
earlier this month after Abramoff pleaded 
guilty to fraud charges and agreed to help 
federal prosecutors in their investigation 
of possible corruption in Congress and the 
W bite House. 

Since Ahramoff’s plea, administration 
officials have acknowledged that he met 



Key players 

Indicted or 
implicated in 
Abramoffs 
plea bargain; 
all are 

Republicans 

B Jack 
Abramoff, 

lobbyist 

B Michael 
Scanlon. 

former aide 
to Rep. Tom 
DeLay, 
R-Texas 

B David 
Safavian, 

former Bush 

administration 

official 

a Rep. 

Bob Ney, 

R-Ohio 



Rep. J. D. Hayworth, R-Ariz. 



Sen.Thad Cochran, R-Miss, 



Rep. Dennis Hastert, R-lll 



Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont 



Rep. John T. Doolittle. R-Calif. HU $45,011(1 



Rep. Jim McCrery, R-La 



Sen, Patty Murray, D-Wash 



Rep. Richard Pombo. R-Calif. 



Rep. Don Nickels, R-Okla. 



Congressional trips 

Top recipients of trips sponsored by nonprofit 
groups tied to lobbyists 

Rep. Maurice Hinchey. D-N.Y. $106, 

Rep. George Miller, D-Calif. 

Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind. 

Rep. Gene Green, D-Texas 
Rep. Ander Crenshaw, R-Fla. | $83,8K2 



$104,590 HTony Rudy 

WBBSm - former aide 

3929 — to Tom DeLay 



Source: Knight Ridder Washington Bureau, Center for Responsive 

Politics, Center for Public Integrity 

Graphic: T G. Tso. Judy Treible © 2006 KRT 



535 East 111th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64131 



Next to the theaters at the 
corner of Red Bridge Road & Holmes 
in the Red Bridge Shopping Center 



DVVN 

BROS 

COFFEE. 



Save a buck on the purchase of any espresso 
drink. Present original coupon only at the stare 
listed above. One per customer please. It’s the fresh 
est deal of the day. 



PVVV BROS COFFEE. 



DVlVBf BROS COFFEE. 



Show your campus I.D. and recieve a 10% discount! 
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Health Library: Homesickness 



Health Library: Homesickness 

MyStudentl lealthZonc.com 

(KRT) For many people, starting college 
is the lirsi step toward a life on their own. 
But homesickness can happen at any time. 
1 he first semester ot college is a much 
longer separation from parents and friends 
than many people are used to, and the idea 
ot being away from home for a while can 
take some adjustment. 

WIIAT DC )KS IT FEEL LI Kb TO Bb. 
HOMESICK? 

Homesickness can make a person feel 
lonely, sad, and empty. It can also affect 
the way some people feel physically and 
cause someone to lose his or her appetite, 
have an upset stomach, or get headaches. 

Homesickness should gradually 
disappear as you begin to adapt to college 
life and as the new classes, surroundings, 
and people become more familiar. But for 
some people, it can build into depression. 
It’s important to monitor how you feel anti 
gel help if your feelings start to become 
overwhelming. 

IIOW CAN YOU COPE WITH 
IK )M I SICKNESS? 



The best way to deal with homesickness is 
to make your life in your new surroundings 
enjoyable: 

_ Make your new space your new home. 
Mix mementos from back home - photos, 
stuffed animals, etc. - with other things 
that reflect who you are. 

_ Ciet involved on campus. Look for 
activities or organizations to join and invite 
new friends to come along with you. 

_ Invite an oltl friend, parent, or sibling 
to visit. Spend a weekend showing vour 
friend or family member around campus. 
It a friend is at a different college, make 
plans to visit his or her school. 

_ Learn more about the area. Get a book 
about the local area, or sec whether student 
services has any information for new 
students about the area. 

_ Take advantage of the many ways to 
stay in touch. Call family and friends, send 
email or text messages, write letters, or 
send cards. 

_ Make plans for a visit home, Even if 
you live tar away, just having a visit to look 
forward to can help. 

_ Talk to other students or vour dorm’s 
R A about how you feel. Miu may lind that 






Enjoy all the comforts of home at Drury Hotels of 
Overland Park. Both hotels provide great extras like: 

• FREE HOT! QUIKS TART’ Breakfast Expanded Continental Breakfast at Peat Tie? Inri 

• FREE Evening Beverages & Snacks ■ r P m) 

8 FREE Local Calls. Voice Mail 

• FREE Covered Parking 

• Coffee Makers, Irons. Hair Dryers in all rooms 

• Dick Clark's American Bandstand Grill right next door 

Just minutes away 
from Avila University! 



Drurv Inn & Suites 

10963 Metcair Ave. • Overland Park. KS 
913-345-1500 



Pear Tree Inn by Drury 

10951 Metcalf Ave. • Overland Park. KS 
913-451-0200 



Ask for the Special Avila University Rate 

druryhotels.com • 1-800 DRURYINN 

• 



they’re also homesick and looking for ways 
to deal with it, just as you are. 

An occasional visit home can help - and 
even remind you of how great your new 
I i fe is at college. But try not to hold onto 
your old lile too closely. If you find yourself 
driving home every weekend, it might 
make it harder to acclimate to college. 
WHAT IF IT DOESN’T GO AWAY? 

For most people, homesickness gradually 
fades, hut sometimes people don’t get 
over their homesickness and may start to 
feel depressed. Symptoms of depression 
include: 

_ feelings of hopelessness, guilt, or 
worthlessness 

_ sadness or a depressed mood most of 
the time, for apparently no reason 



_ trouble concentrating 
_ thoughts of suicide or death 
If you have some of these symptoms, 
or if you can’t shake your feelings of 
homesickness, get help from the student 
counseling center or a doctor. The 
counselors at the center have experience 
dealing with homesickness anti depression 
and can offer you advice on coping with 
your feelings. There may even he some 
support groups on campus where you can 
meet and talk to other students dealing 
with the same issues. 

After a couple of months awav at school, 
you’ll probably wonder why you ever 
thought the transition to college life was 
difficult. You may even discover that you 
experience a different variation when 



. 1 1 i ii .iiji i ii \ wi au.\jv.i> 



_ lack of energy, tiredness 
_ loss of interest in activities you usually 
enjoy 

_ withdrawal from family and friends 
_ changes in eating habits, such as a loss 
of appetite and weight loss or overeating 
and weight gain _ changes in sleep patterns, 
such as suddenly sleeping all the time or 
difficulty sleeping much at all 



summer break: missing vour new friends 
and your new college life. 



For more answers and advice 
the health experts of Nemours, 
MyStudentl lealthZone.com. 
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Join The Talon Staff! 

Email us at www.talon-news-network@excite.com 
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Empty Nest 



Chris McNair 

The eagle has landed and the nest is 
empty. Every time 1 walk by the Eagles 
Nest I swear I see a tumbleweed blow 
slowly through it. So the question is. Why 
is our student center so lame? Student 
centers should he a place for students to 
hang out, meet, and goof around. They 
should he a veritable huh of student 
activity. To he fair, the Eagles Nest docs 
have couches, a pool table, ping pong, ait- 
hockey, even a television. But why arc 
students not utilizing this commodity of 
our great university? 

"I go in there to sleep, you know, before a 
basketball game, it’s quic-t,” senior Michael 
Johnson said. Apparently the Eagles 
Nest, instead of being alive with student 
activity, is actually a good place to catch up 
on some much needed sleep. A sure fire 
escape from the busy and loud dorm life. 
But with the library and even a chapel on 
campus should the student center really be 
the place that students seek to find a quiet 
place on campus? 

What can really been done to resurrect 
the nest? “You look at the pool halls, the 



table, the pool sticks, the equipment, that’s 
why no one is in there,” said junior Skylar 
Mckecn. So the equipment stinks, but 
what else? There has to be more than that. 
Maybe the games available to students 
need to be updated. “They need to pul 
some free arcade games in there, and some- 
vending machines too,” junior Harold 
Cade said. 

Some students haven’t even been there. 
“There is nothing there that draws me to it,” 
Sophomore Rebecca Stolbergsaid. “Maybe 
if they had some variety, or a different set 
up, like a mini Starbucks.” 

Some students just plain don’t like its 
setup. First year student Kris Sachs said, 
“There are stains everywhere, I don’t fed 
comfortable even sitting on the couches. 
Maybe if they had students paint some 
murals, liven it up a little hit.” 

What will it take to bring the eagles back 
to the nest? Just clean it up. Bring it up 
to date, schedule some activities. Make a 
place that can meet the needs of our current 
student population. Just remember this: 
if you touch the babies, the mother won’t 
take them back. 
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Denver May go Up in Smoke 



AZUSA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY 



HAGGARD SCHOOL 
OF THEOLOGY 



Emily Hoskins 



Ah yes, grass, pot, mart jane, bud, weed 
marijuana, ganja, doobie, hash, cannabis, 
or what ever you want to call it, is now legal 
in tile grand Mile High (,itv ot Denver, 
(.oli irado. 'I his tascinat ing law was passed 
on Nov. 2, 2005 with 56,001 voters in Favor 
verses the remaining 48,632 in opposition. 
Basically the stipulations of this particular 
law states that residents over 21 years of 
age can legal Iv posses up to an ounce of 
marijuana. So basically a great deal of 
people who are pot-heads or would like 
to become one will move to the cite of 
Denver in the near future. The citizens 
ot Denver didn’t just up and vote for this 
new policy, hut thev had to he “convinced.’ 
‘We educated voters about the facts that 
marijuana is less harmful to the user 
and society than alcohol,” Mason Tvert, 
campaign organizer for SAFER, or Safer 
Alternatives For Enjoyable Recreation, 
said in a CNN press release. Due to the 
extreme popularity of this new policy, my 
prediction is that the population of Denver, 
Colorado will he severely amplified. Also 
according to Tvert, the legalization of 
marijuana will reduce the use of alcohol, 
which leads to higher rates of car accidents, 
domestic and street violence, and crime. 
Feeling that they were on a roll, the voters 



in the ski resort town of Telluride came very 
close to lowering the age for possession of 
pot from 21 to IS. Then were out voted 
by the slim margin of 3(18 to 322. It was 
difficult to see what all those against the 
new policy are whining about. According 
to reports from Doctor Melamede, unlike 
tobacco, marijuana does not induce cancer 
bee ause ot its unique pharmacological 
properties. And lung cancer is caused bv a 
combination of carcinogens in conjunction 
with nicotine found in tobacco smoke. So 
the voters, who were apposed because 
ot the fact that thev claimed pot caused 
cancer, now are seeking new angles to 
support their arguments. It will be very 
interesting to observe how this new law 
is being enforced and interpreted. And 
now with the ability to possess what many 
have called, “that little bag ot sunshine”, 
the Mile I ligh City just might get a little 
higher. 



Haggard School of Theology, in keeping with its 
commitment to the authority of Scripture and 
the centrality ot lesus Christ, seeks to prepare 
people tor effective, practical ministry in the 
Church throughout the world; to promote the 
spiritual, personal, and professional development 
of students; and to extend theological knowledge 
through academic inquiry, research, writing, 
and publication. 



Id learn more about the theology programs offered 
or to schedule a personal appointment; 

(626) 815- 5439 £ A 

v\-\v\v.npu.cdii/exp!ore/thcology 

F-V<1 HH kebrownti, ipu.edu AZUSA PACIFIC 

UNIVERSITY 
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Youth Keep the Hunting 
Tradition Alive mbb 



Ryan Franklin shot his first deer near his 
home in F.dwards, MO, during the vouth 
firearms season in 2005. Yes, Rvan is 5 and 
he killed a huge ten-point buck. You may 
be wondering, how young is too young 
to huntr' This year a change in Missouri 
regulations has occurred. If you own vour 
own property it is legal to deer and turkey 
hunt it you are under the age of 6, although 
one has to be accompanied bv an adult and 
capable ot handling a firearm. Can a 5- 
ycar-old handle a firearm in a responsible 
manner when the weapon is perhaps 
bigger than the child? “I do not like the 
idea of children learning to kill at such an 
early age,” junior Stephanie Wilson said. 
For those who are 6-15 years old a vouth 
firearms deer and t urkev seasi >n is provided 
in Missouri. Youngsters Irom the ages of 6- 
15 who deer or turkey hunt are not required 
to he hunter education certified, as long as 
they are accompanied bv an adult who is 
certified or bom before Aug. I, 1977. 

1 here is no age limit for a child to hunt 
squirrel or rabbit (any small game) with 
an adult in Missouri. Like a learner’s 
permit, this keeps vouth involved before 
they are turned loose on their own. It is 
recommended that evert voting hunter go 
through the Missouri Hunters Safety N 
I ’.ducat it hi Program. Tli is is an intense 10- 12 
hours ot hunter’s education. The program 
teaches; firearms safety, state hunting laws, 



and hunting ethics and morals. At the end 
of the class it is required to pass a state 
exam before receiving a hunter’s permit. 
An II -year-old can hunt alone in Missouri 
as long as they have received his or her 
hunting permit anti certification. 

I low sate is it to let our vouth hunt? 
I he National Shooting Sports Foundation 
and the National W ild Turkey Federation 
conducted a study in 2004. These 
organizations found that hunters 6 to 15, 
when accompanied by an adult, have a 
better safety record than hunters all over 
the United States. I lowevcr, the I lutnane 
Society would like nothing more than 
to establish a minimum hunting age tor 
children hunting small game in Missouri, 
Maryland, and other states. 

For many families in rural areas, children 
are taught to handle a firearm and hunt at 
a very young age. Hunting is a wav of life 
lor some; families depend on the meat for 
the year. "The whole hunting experience 
in nature teaches vouth important ethics 
and v alues at a voting age,” senior Toshiaki 
Sakurai said. It is necessary that responsible 
children experience the outdoors and learn 
how to hunt, so that the hunting tradition 
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One-night stands; who’s having em? Put a COat On! stav in the know - yisit 



Lauren McCarthy 

Beer pong tournaments, -I n.m. runs 
to McDonalds, group shots ot Captain 
Morgan, and the renowned, the legendary, 
the one-night stand. I 'or some treshman in 
college, this pretty much sums up social 
life. Once you get passed the tardies and 
procrastination, hooking up has been a 
boredom killer lor many years, as sad as 
it may sound. So, yyho’s doing it? Who’s 
doing it hut not admitting it? And yyho’s 
Hat-out against it? 

"I don’t haye one-night stands,” freshman 
V ictor Gray said. ”1 just feel like I would 
get too attached after something like that.” 
\ccording to some Ayila students, 
relationshipsarcprcferrcdovcrmcaningless 
sex. But lor some students, meaningless 
sex has pervaded the social atmosphere. 

“It’s nice to have someone to have sex 
with,” freshman Devin I lildcrbrand said. 

Sex alone has been prevalent on many 
college campuses tor decades. But there’s 
a difference in the “quality” of sex taking 
place. Sex was once taken much more 
seriously than it seems to now, it once 
entailed commitment, responsibility 
and trust. Now it seems that all that sex 
requires is some alcohol and a condom. 
Sexual intimacy has been thrown out the 
window of a lot of college dorms. It no 
longer has a place in the university. 

The definition ot a one-night stand is 
“a sexual encounter lasting only for a single 
night.” Si >, this rules out any form of dating 
or “booty calls.” One-night stands are for 
the one and only purpose of satisfaction. 
But, does the satisfaction last or is it just a 
temporary fix? Does a person feel better or 
worse in the morning? 

“It was awesome,” sophomore Bri 
Plassmcycr said. “I had been in love with 
him since the 6th grade. I felt like 1 had 
acct implished si tmeth i ng.” 

Well, tor some students, a one-night 
stand may feel rexvarding and worthwhile. 
But for others, sex may hit a little deeper. 

“I felt horrible afterwards,” senior I ric 
King said. "Sex is supposed to be sacred.” 
So, why are one-night stands so 
common on college campuses? There are 



many subconscious reasons why sex is so 
familiar. “1 was horny”, “I want to have 
fun,” “She or he was hot” or even, "I just 
wanted to.” Beneath all of these motives, 
there are some obvious factors that go into 
play as well. Alcohol. It is apparent that 
alcohol has its place at college. Whether 
you are at a fraternity, house party, club or 
just chilling at a friend’s apartment, alcohol 
is often available. And we all know xvhat 
alcohol can do to someone’s judgment and 
inhibition level. 

“When I’m drunk, I get horny,” junior 
'Ionia Turner said. 

All of a sudden, inhibitions disappear 
and it is okay to make out wit h the girl next 
to you, or hop on the counter and shake 
your booty. 

Alcohol is a major contributor as to 
why one-night stands occur. I loxv about 
availability and no consequences? There 
are hundreds of students living on campus. 
Boys and girls stuffed into dorm rooms 
and required to share the conditions with 
people ot the opposite sex. Now, I’m not 
opposing these living arrangements, I’m 
just making a point that the opportunity 
is evident. 

One-night stands; who initiates it? 

"It’s a feeling,” I lildcrbrand said. “If 
you’re really connecting, you just know.” 

Whether it’s a glare, a touch or a single 
word, sex is often acknowledged and made 

apparent to both parties. That wasn’t 
always the case. 

Women's sexuality was ‘hush-hush,’ 
something you didn't talk about. Now, 
women own their sexuality. If a woman 
wants to have numerous partners, like a 
man, it isn’t shunned like it used to he. 

Many girls and boys at Avila University 
feel the same wav. Sex may be just sex. And 
a one-night stand may be just that. Who 
can say they know the true meaning of 
sex? It’s what your parents taught you, 
it’s why you believe. Sex is in the eve of 
the beholder, it’s xvhat you make it. Some 
students cheapen it, and some students 
value it. 



Lauren McCarthy 

When it's cold outside, you put a coat on. 
When your toes feel numb, you put socks 
on. When it’s sunny, you put sunglasses on. 
So, why when you have sex, do you not put 
a condom on? 

In an online survey “Sex on Campus”, 
college students answered personal 
questions about their own sex lives. 35% 
of college students have has at least six sex 
partners during their life. And only, 30% 
used a condom during their last sexual 
encounter. Thirty percent! That means 
seventy percent did not use a condom. If 
that doesn't scare you, here’s something 
that may. 

Chlamydia and human papillomavirus 
(HPV) are the most common sexually 
transmitted diseases among college 
students. And how are these diseases 
attracted, through unprotected sex. 

The problem with these specific sexually 
transmitted diseases is that symptoms are 
often non-detectable. According to many 
doctors, people can carry the infection for 
a long time and have no symptoms. This 
proposes a large problem. Not only are you 
unaware that you may have a disease, you 
may be spreading it to your partner. 

There arc many health problems that 
can result from a lack of attention. In 
women, HPV or Chlamydia can damage 
the fallopian tubes and ovaries which can 
lead to infertility. In men, prostates may 
occur. This may cause pain during and 
after sex. 

Sexually transmitted diseases are 
not a fun topic to discuss, but are very 
serious. College students are engaging in 
sexual experiences, but: few are practicing 
safe sex. Well, here’s a statistic for all you 
college students. One in five students 
knows someone who has contracted an 
STD while in college and almost half of all 
sexually active students have never been 
tested for an STD. 
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tor the latest, most op to 
date news coverage from 
campus and the world. 
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Ground 



Working for f ed l x Ground is like a paid 
workout. Part-time package handlers 
are eligible for tuition assistance to 
help out with everything from books to 
classes! Bring your drive to a company 
that recognizes and rewards best. 

PART-TIME PACK AG h 

HANDLERS 

Qualifications: 

18 years or older 
Able to lilt 50-75 lbs 
Work in a fast-paced environment 
Ability to load, unload, 
sort by zip code. 

Part-lime, 2 to 5 hrs/day 5 
consecut ivc davs/week 

Earn $10-1 1/hr to start! 

Many shifts to choose! 

Day 2-6pnt 
I xvi 7-1 1 pnt 
Nit 12am-3:30am 
Sun 4am-7:30ani & 

Pre 2:30am-7: 00 
Apply in person at: 

8000 Cole Parkway 

Shawnee, KS 66227 

(913) 441-7569 

(913) 441-7536 

Call for Application l imes 

& Driving Directions! 



The Midtown Party Equation 



George Thorman 

Last year it xvas theoretically proven 
that if you put thirty twenty-somethings 
together with forty watts of obscure 
music and large quantities of alcohol, 
then divide bv the number of people you 
know at die party there is an eighty -three 
percent chance you will have a one night 
stand with a friend. This, of course, can 
be complicated. At the time xvhen your 
blood-alcohol level is higher than it should 
be to do any straight thinking you don’t 
worry about the questions that sleeping 
with a friend will breed. In fact, you firmly 
believe that t here xvill be no repercussions 
at all. 
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Afterwards, during a very hung-over 
next day you start to wonder whether this 
proven sort of thing xvill ever happen again. Will 
•things the txvo of you continue to sleep together? 
bscure Will you date? Will you both pretend that 
ilcohol, nothing ever happened and go on about 
tie you your lives? These are real questions to be 
y three answered, but not until you’ve had a cup of 
e niglu coffee and at least three cigarettes, 
se, can Still, at this party you xvili find there is 
n your a txx r enty percent chance that you will go 
should home with a stranger. This is not normally 
it don’t the case because no one in midtown is 
leeping a stranger. There is always some loose 
i firmly connection to a mutual friend, which is 
ussions how you both ended up at the party to 
begin xvith. The same questions apply 
8Qlei\iibG.Bilv&.www 808S yisuidBl 
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here as they do xvhen sleeping with a friend. 
Though, you must admit that it's much less 
axvkward the morning after. 

In your twenties, one night stands are 
bound to happen. In fact, it’s nearly a 
rite of passage for the college experience. 
When drunken flirtation xvith someone 
xvho may or may not be good-looking in 
sober vision happens, there is hound to 
he a drunken mistake. Sometimes these 
drunken mistakes turn into relationships 
and sometimes they don’t. 

In my personal experience, the best xx-ay 
to con a friend into sleeping with you just 
might involve body shots, skinny dipping, 
and dirty dancing. Try providing a malt 
liquor instead of beer if at all possible. 



Don’t ever come right: ■ tut and tell someone 
that you xvant to sleep with them, let your 
innuendos do the talking (and hopefully 
the liquor). 

So if you have a hot friend that you’ve 
been hoping to sleep xvith or possibly even 
date, but the Midtown Party Equation to 
the test. Try your luck xvith a group of 
txventy-somethings, the first Pixies’ album, 
and a keg of Miller High Life, which is 
cheap enough to be tasteful without killing 
your budget. Remember, you still have to 
pay for college. 




Health Library: Telling your 
partner you have an STD 



Control yourself 



MyStudentHealthZone.com 

People who have sexuallv transmitted 
diseases (STDs) might feel apprehensive 
_ even a little scared _ about discussing 
their disease with a sexual partner. STDs 
are incredibly common. Each year, 
approximately 15 million people in the 
I’nitcd States are diagnosed with an STD, 
and approximately two thirds of these 
diagnoses occur in people under 25 years 
old. 

Many STDs arc curable, including: 

_ chancroid 
_ chlamydia 
_ crabs (pubic lice) 

_ gonorrhea 

_ pelvic inflammatory disease 
_ syphilis 
_ trichomoniasis 

Others have no cure or may remain in 
the body throughout a person’s lifetime, 
but can still be treated. These include: 

_ hepatitis 13 and C 
_ herpes 

_ HIV and AIDS 

_ human papillomavirus (HPV, or genital 
warts) 

If you’ve been diagnosed with an STD, 
part of dealing with the situation is telling 
your sexual partners _ past, present, and 
future _ that you have a disease. It might 
be difficult, but there are many reasons 
why you should do it: 

_ Telling a future partner allows that 
person to make an informed decision 
about his or her own health. 

_ Telling a past or current partner gives 
that person the opportunity to be evaluated 
and, if necessary, treated. 

_ Telling your partner shows respect for 
both that person and the relationship. 

_ Telling your partner can prevent the 
spread of disease if you abstain or practice 
safer sex. 

_ Not telling your partner about an STD 
may be a criminal offense in some states. 



TELLING A NEW OR CURRENT 
PARTNER ABOUT AN STD 

It’s natural to feel anxious and frightened 
about telling someone new that you have 
an STD, so here are a few tips: 

_ Avoid waiting until you’re in a sexual 
encounter or right before having sex to 
have a discussion about STDs. 

_ Find a quiet, private place to talk at a 
time when you won’t be interrupted. 

_ Remain as calm as possible. 

Be honest and straightforward. Try to 
be sensitive to your partner’s feelings. The 
most helpful thing you can do is listen 
to your partner’s concerns and fears and 
offer information about the STD and its 
symptoms. And, don’t assume your partner 
will reject you _ he or she may simply need 
more information about the risks of sex 
and the disease. 

Being diagnosed with an STD while in a 
relationship can bring up questions of trust. 
Keep in mind that some STDs may not 
cause symptoms immediately. It’s possible 
that you or your partner contracted the 
STD in a previous relationship without 
even knowing it. The most important 
thing to remember is you and your partner 
both need to receive medical care as soon 
as possible. 

If you can’t answer all of your partner’s 
questions, that’s OK. A doctor or nurse at 
a student-health or family-planning clinic 
can provide lots of information. 

If you and your partner have been having 
sex, your partner should be tested for 
STDs. If you have a curable STD, you’ll 
probably need to take medicine as part of 
your treatment. Take all of your medicine 
exactly as your doctor prescribes. And be 
sure to schedule a follow-up examination. 

For more answers and advice from 
the health experts of Nemours, visit 
MyStudentFlcalthZone.com. 



Donna Jungman 

Editor-in-Chief News 

Kansas City, Mo. has been voted as one 
of the worst cities to meet people for several 
years. Many complain about the lack of 
coffee shops, not enough older singles, and 
the numerous amounts of STDs. 

When going to bars in Kansas City 
you always see the same people there, no 
matter the day or time. The bars are a 
pool of available and unavailable people- 
wanting to get laid or another sexual favor. 
What is even more interesting these people 
continually hook up with one another. 
Bringing different men and women home- 
each night. It is interesting to think how- 
many people one person has actually slept 
with. 

STDs are growing rapidly and some 
of the most common diseases don’t have 
signs or symptoms right away. The most 
common diseases are: syphilis, chlamydia, 
gonorrhea, herpes, AIDS, hepatitis, genital 
warts, chancroid, pubic lice (crabs) and 

STD 

Chlamydia 



Gonorrhea 



Syphillis 
Herpes (HSV) 
Hepatitis B (HBV) 

Genital Warts/Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) 

Trichomoniasis 



scabies, and trichomoniasis. The majority 
of these diseases are transmitted through 
sexual contact. People who are at the 
greatest risk are between the ages of 15-24 
with over three million infections a year. I n 
the L'nited States there are over 15 million 
new' cases of sexually transmitted diseases 
each year. 

With the numerous amounts ot infection 
each vear, people should begin taking 
precautions: abstinence, use protection, get 
to know that person before you have any 
sexual contact, get yourself tested, talk to 
your partner about diseases, look for signs 
of STDs on your partner, and clean your 
genitals with soap and water to decrease 
the chances of infection. 

Who is Being Infected? 

In the United States alone, an estimated 
15.3 million new cases of SIDs art- 
reported each year. This table show's the 
incidence and prevalence of some of the 
most common STDs. 

Incidence* Prevalence** 

3.000. 000 2,000,000 

650,000 *** 

70,000 *** 

1.000. 000 45,000,000 



120,000 



417,000 



5,500,000 20,000,000 



5,000,000 



* Estimated number of new- cases each year 
** Estimated number of people currently infected 
*** No recent surveys on national prevalence for gonorrhea, syphilis, 
or trichomoniasis have been conducted. 

Graph from: www.cdcnpin.org/scripts/std/std.asp 



VpjjM Jan. 29 marks the first day of the new Lunar Year 
_ - Year of the Dog. Ethnic Chinese often consult 

lfl0 IJOg fortunetellers' guides to see what the new year 
has in store for them. 













2006 could be a year of fire, meaning military 
conflicts and epidemics - yet it could be a 
smooth year for the economy. 

Dog people tend to be honest and freely 
show their feelings - yet they can be stubborn 
or short-tempered; most compatible with 
Horse, Tiger and Rabbit. 

The sign of the dog: Jennifer Lopez, Ma- 
donna, Michael Jackson, Steven Spielberg, 
George W. Bush, Bill Clinton and Donald 
Trump. 



SOURCES: Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco 



Staying a virgin 

Major reasons teens say they have not had sex: 

Worried about getting, or getting someone else, pregnant , 

J w ■ . I 

Made a conscious decision to wait J 

-. i.-.’ 

Worned about sexually transmitted jisea • 

Worried about what parents will think 



Source Kaiser Family Foundation and Seventeen magazine national 
survey of 510 teens, ages 12-17. June 22-28, 2000; 4°,. error margin 
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Some argue that the Tea 
Commandments just don’t 
cover the complexities of the 
new millennium lifestyle. So we 
asked- If you con Id create the 1 1th 
Commandment what would it he? 
Here are some that were shared 
noth the Talon, certainly there are 
others. 

Share yours on the Talon 
Discussion Blog at www. 
thetalon-online.com and We 
will print the best ones in the 
next issue. 



If I had the chance to add 
another commandment it would definitely 
be “Thou shall not be negative”. The 
reason for focusing on people with negative 
attitudes is because that is usually where 
all the problems start from. Even when 
faced with adversity when you always keep 
a positive attitude there is better chance of 
you overcoming it. Most of it comes from 
faith, because when you have faith nothing 
or no one can ever hold you back. Being 
positive is one of the most underrated 
things known to man because something 
as simple of someone’s attitude can change 
the outcome of almost everv negative 
situation you come across. 

When hang around someone with a 
negative attitude all the time they always 
tend to bring you and whoever you are 
around down to where they are because 
misery loves company. When you are 
around someone with a positive attitude 
their beliefs usually start to have an impact 
on you also. A positive attitude ahvavs 
have good effect on others and it relates to 
almost everything else in life. 

Reginald King 



Thou Shall Not Gamble 

- Wei-Chu Wang 

Thou Shall Not Regret 

- Casey Carson 

1 think most of the 10 commandments 
do not correctly apply to todays society. 
We break them everyday so 1 think the 
1 Ith Commandment should be this: Any 
commandment of the original 10 
Commandments should be subject 
to change based on whether a weasel 
lawyer can actually prove you violated 
the commandment or not. 

The reason for this new commandment 
would open up a whole new door ot 
possibilites. Kiddies could steal in school 
and even though it might be against the 
10 commandments to steal, school and 
religion are not allowed to mix unless it is 
a religious school. BEAM! Kid is innocent 
of breaking anv commandments because 
of societies rules of not mixing school 
and religion. Stuff like that. The 1 1th 
commandment would be a loophole to 
escape the confines ot hell. 

-SOX 



If there was an 11th commandment, It 
would be that thou shah not be prideful.. 
I believe pride was the biggest and most 
silent killer as far as any biblical aspect.. 
Pride comes before the fall 

-M. Johnson 

If 1 could make an 11th commandment, 
it would sav, “Thou shah follow the first 
10 Commandments.” It kind of scents 
silly to be making an 11th commandment 
when the first ten aren’t being heeded. If 
the first 10 Commandments were followed 
by everyone, it would take care of a lot of 
the problems in the world. 1 also think 
God knew what He was doing when lie 
made the original ten. The only way they 
could he improved upon would be it people 
actually followed them. 

-Rebecca Stolberg 

Thou shah not drive urban assault 
vehicles if you are a soccer mom or a 
man just looking for tail. It you are in 
combat, I lummcrs are a necessity, however 
the mean streets of overland park do not 
constitute a high level of terrorist threat to 
you or your family. 

-Chris McNair 
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Emily Hoskins 

The elevators in Corondolete and 
Ridgway are in need of immediate update 
or replacement because it is a major safety 
liability to the University and students are 
put in a high risk situation each time they 
use them. 



Brittany Harris 

1 think one of the most distinguishing 
features of Avila is the underground tunnel 
system. 1 think it should be expanded and 
promoted as a unique characteristic of our 
campus. Let’s expand the tunnel system 
to connect all seven buildings and it would 
provide better access to classes and offices 
during cold as well as hot weather. It also 
could provide for a safer means of travel at 
night. Plus it just might help student avoid 
the dreaded freshman “15”. The extra 
steps equal more calories burned. 



campus at night one, especially a woman 
might feel unsafe in a dark area. A personal 
experience was when 1 was walking back 
from a rehearsal for First Lady Suite from 
Goppert Theatre and it was dark on the 
paths. The sidewalks were virtually 
deserted. Although I felt safe there was 
still the opportunity for something bad 
to happen. Other students are impacted 
similarly, whether it be walking back from 
practice for the dance team or walking 
back from the theatre most of us, students 
and faculty would feel safer with better 
illuminated pathways. I think the way to 
fix this problem is to simply install better, 
brighter lamps on the sidewalks around 
the campus. ..count how many lights there 
are and how much it would be to replace 
them.... 

Not only would this illuminate the paths 
on campus, but it would make the students 
who walk back at night feel more secure. 
Another plus for installing new lamps or 
light bulbs is that is would give the campus 
a new updated look, and to the outside 
public, like incoming students, draw them 
to the Avila University Campus. Plus they 
might even be more energy efficient. 

Colby Ross (Below) 

1 would like for the Avila University 
cafeteria to take steps in finding out what 
all Avila students like and what would 
be healthy menus for the athletes. This 
improvement would not only keep current 
students eating on campus but also attract 
interested high school students and 
increase the enrollment for years to come. 
The cafeteria could improve the menu 
offerings by providing a variety of foods 
for the variety of people attending Avila. 



Alexa Washington (Above) 

Although Avila University is a relatively 
safe campus, campus security should be 
updated by visualizing guards, improving 
the lighting around campus pathways, and 
other areas because the students, faculty, 
and staff should not wait for something 
bad to happen before taking steps to 
improve safety. One problem with the 
Avila campus is that when the sun goes 
down the campus is virtually pitch black 
in certain areas. When walking around 



Amy Schwarz (Above) 

The students, faculty, and staff of Avila 
University would benefit from wireless 
internet on campus. Wireless internet is 
a feature not available at this time to the 
Avila University campus. If the fifty acres 
the Avila campus could support wireless 
internet it would certainly increase 
productivity of students, provide better 
working environments, and make Avila 
more appealing to future students. The 
main issue with having wireless internet is 

the expense. Avila University has fourteen 
buildings on fifty acres of land. This is 
an added expense, but it could be taken 
care of by having a larger technology fee. 
Whatever it takes to get wireless internet 
would be worth it. This improvement 
to the campus would help Avila follow in 
its mission statement to prepare students 
for the “contemporary world.” Avila 
University needs to compare the current 
price of the internet service verse the 
price of wireless internet and ask students 
if they would be willing to pay an extra 
fee for this service. If Avila University 
finds away to support this service then it 
needs to be a part of this campus as soon 
as possible. 



Thomas Blake (Above) 

Dumbbells are essential to an athletes 
progress in any sport, especially when 
dumbbell are pretty much all you have. 
Mismatched dumbbells or even dumbbells 
that break are useless and should be 
thrown out. I state this because 1 am tired 
of picking up the dumbbells that could 
break off and smash my foot at any second. 
I am tired of looking for dumbbells that do 
not even match. The dumbbells will have 
different sets for everything, for instance 
1 will walk in and find 2 sets of 15 pound 
weights then go for a 20 pound dumbbell 
and there is only one. 1 think the dumbbells 
in the gym at Maybee Field house can be 
easily improved and would result in better 
athletes. Just a set of dumbbells could help 
open a world of possibilities that Avila has 
been trying to achieve. 



Jacob Hobbs (Above) 

If the basketball/tennis courts would 
be turned into a parking lot, then it would 
make life better for the students who live 
on campus. The parking lots should be 
expanded, resurfaced, and better lighted. 
All these improvements would then allow 
students to invite more friends, family, and 
also make parking easier for commuters 



Jason Loden (Left) 

Avila should invest in some racquetball 
courts to create a more up-to-date/ 
attractive atmosphere which will allow 
students to balance themselves through 
exercise, look more appealing for students 
searching for a college (most modern 
colleges have racquetball courts and they 
don’t charge this high of a tuition), and 
by satisfying the wants of the students 
already on campus. The emotional aspect 
of racquetball is also quite beneficial to 
the human body. Racquetball can also 
help to reduce one’s anger. Whenever 1 
am angry, I tend to just want to go and 
smack something around. Racquetball is a 
wonderful option. One can go down to a 
court with a ball and racquet and smack 
the tar out of the ball without damaging 
the court, ball, or racquet. In this way, 
racquetball is an excellent stress-relieving 
agent. 



Simon Meade (Left) 

1 would like Avila to put a small set of 
stairs over between the tennis/basketball 
courts and the tennis court parking lot. 
They only have a handicap ramp and others 
agree it is an inconvenience to walk around 
this ramp. Plus, the wall is caving in and 
the grass on the side ot Ridgway is gone 
in a lot of spots. This causes mud to be 
on our shoes and therefore causes Avila’s 
cleaning lady to work harder. (Below) 



Bailey Kyle 

The kitchens in the Ridway dorms 
need to be updated and renovated to 
improve dorm living. The kitchens can be 
remodeled and updated because they arc 
inadequate for use due to lack of utensils 
(pots, pans, dishware), cleanliness, and 
equipment. 
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Baseball Warming Up for 
Rebound Year 



|ohll Dr R 



position is Idled In senior Ionian Sicwari. 
I le's a “sidc.mncr who throws SS-91 mph.’ 
I lowiird is looking tor a big year from Ins 
closer. Overall he is optimistic about the 
upcoming season. 

Coach Howard’s overall record at Avila 
to date is 107-89 including a 36-6 regular 
season mark in 2003. Mthough that team 
lost two games in the plavoffs to finish 
36-8, it was still a fantastic season. Coach 
I Iowa rd was also named I lean ot America 
Athletic Conference Coach ot the 'tear in 
2004. In four tears as head coach, he has 
had 2~ All-Conference platers including 
IS lirst-teamers and 4 All-Americans. As 
the NAIA prepares to realign baseball in 
2008, the path to the N \ IA World Series 
will he a hit easier and Coach I toward is 
very excited about that. 

“We have to go there at least one time 
before I leave here,” he saitl laughing. 



Thi \vila Universitt baseball team is 
preparing to start another season here in 
the next couple of weeks. After winning 
conference championships in 2003 and 
201 14, the team slipped a little hist vear after 
losing several seniors. This tear’s team 
sh< >u Icl he ready met intend ft >r am it her t it le 
and I lead Coach Rvan I loward is excited. 

To he blunt, Howard saitl this teat’s 
team is "‘loaded ottcnsivclv. " One of the 
key platers he is looking tor big things 
from is third baseman Willie Keene who 
I loward sat s is “a great hitter and possibly 
the best hitter ever to come through Avila.' 
I he starting rotation is above average anil 
he is also looking for a big vear from his 
starters. I le said the weak spot on the 
team is the bullpen and the set up gut s 
will have to get the job done. The closer 









2005 men’s baseball team tuning up 



World Baseball Classic 
Breakdown 



Kobe spells teaME with 
an extra e. 



Michael Johnson 



Skvlar McKeen 



In March of this year the first 
ever W orld Baseball- Classic- -will ^ 
he played for global wide bragging 
rights. After being announced in 
2(105, the Major League Baseball 
sponsored tournament has had to IS 
endure its fair share ot set hacks and 
glitches. I Aervtliing from steroids, 
to concerned team owners, to the 
question of whether Cuba would 
he able to participate in the games 
have all been addressed and sorted 
out. The W BC will lie comprised 
ot sixteen different teams plaving 
in a round robin style tournament, 
meaning that each team will plav the 
three other teams in their brackets in which 
the top two teams will move on. Those 
remaining four teams will then compete 
in a single elimination tournament where 
the winner will he crowned world baseball 
champion. The first round games will he 
plat ed in Japan, Puerto Rico, Arizona and 
Florida. In Japan; the Chinese, lapanese, 
South Korean and Chinese Taipei will 
play in the Tokvo Dome. At Chase Field 
in Phoenix, A/., the Canadian, Mexican, 
South African and United States teams 
will plav. Cuba, The Netherlands, Panama 



and Puerto Rico will compete in Hiram 
Bithorn Stadium, San |uan, Puerto Rico. 
And Cracker Jack Stadium in Disnev’s 
W ild World of sports will feature the 
Australian, Italian, Venezuelan and 
Dominican Republic teams. Although this 
is considered to he one ot hopefullv tnanv 
Classics, the outcome of this tournament 
will undoubted!! affect the potential 
for other global tournaments. Outcome 
regardless, it is clear that this tournament 
has ulrcadv brought the global communitv 
one step closer than before. 



|i >hn De Ron 



The Avila l.'niversitv softball team is I lead Coach Steve Keel is beginning his 
gearing up lor another shot at a conference fourth season at the helm of AL softball, 

championship this vear. Alter finishing ’Hie girls will open the season Februan 

34-19-1 a vear ago including 8-12 in the 18th against Haskell Indian Nations 

1 1 A AC, the team reached the semifinals of University in Lawrence. The first home 

the conference tournament before losing, games arc Feb. 19 against York College 
This vear's team is readv for another shot and Feb. 23 against Tabor College. Both 
at the league title. home dates arc doubleheaders. 



“I think we will make In addition to Smith, the I agles return all 
it to the II A AC . tournament,’ said all- conference catcher jamie Spenard, pitcher 
conference shortstop Alyshia Smith. “We I liidi I lcric, and first baseman Stephanie 
have strong returning pitching as well Johnson. Smith also says the core of the 
as strong new pitching. I his is also the team is still together to make another run 
first season with a deep roster at every at the playoffs. “We have almost the same 
position. team with some strong freshman,” she 

said. 
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Baseball Schedule 



2/3 Fri. Bacone 
Muskogee, OK 


College 


TBA 


2/4 Sat. Bacone 
Aluskr >gee, C )K 


( Allege 


TBA 


2/11 Sat. MitI land- 1. ul hern 


1:00p.m. 


Kansas Citv, AlO 




2/12 Sun. Midland ! .uthern 


1:00p.m. 



Kansas Citv, M( 1 

2/18 Sat. Oklahoma Baptist University 
1:00p.m. Shawnee, ( )k 
2/10 Sun. Oklahoma City University 
1 :00p.m. ( )klahoma Citv, OK 
2/25 Sat. Tournament Avila vs. 
Concordia University 1:00p.m. 

Kansas City, MO 

2/25 Sat. Tournament Avila vs. Alt. 
Mercy College 3:00p.m. 

Kansas City, MO 

2/26 Sun. Tournament Avila vs. 
Concordia University l:()0p.m. 

Kansas City, MO 

2/26 Sun. Tournament Avila vs. Alt. 
Alercv College 3:00p.m. 

Kansas City, AK ) 

3/3 Fri. Tournament Avila vs. Missouri 
Baptist College 1:00p.m. 

Kansas City, MO 

3/4 Sat. Tournament Avila vs, Missouri 
Baptist College 10:011a.m. 

Kansas City, AlO 

3/4 Sat. Tournament Avila vs. Missouri 
Baptist College 1:00p.m. 

Kansas ( lit y, AlO 

3/4 Sat. Tournament Avila vs. Dana 
College 3:00p.m. 

Kansas Citv, MO 



3/5 Sun. Tournament Avila vs. Dana 
College 1:00p.m. 

Kansas Citv, M( ) 

3/11 Sat. Culver-Stockton College l:00p. 
m. Kansas Citv, AlO 

3/15 Wed. I.ambuth University TBA 
lackson, T\ 

3/16 Thurs. Union University TBA 
lackson, TN 

3/ 1 <S Sat. Evangel University 1:00p.m. 
Springlield, M( 1 

3/22 Wed. Lindenwood University 
1:00p.m. St. Charles, M( ) 



Women’s Softball 

2/18 Sat. Haskell University 1:00/3:00 
p.nt. I.awerence, KS 
2/19 Sun. York College 1:00/3:00 pan. 
Kansas City, M( ) 

2/23 Thurs. Tabor College 1:00/3:00 
p.nt. Kansas City, AlO 
2/26 Sun. Central Methodist College 
1:00/3:00 p.m. Fayette, AlO 
3/3 Fri. McPherson Tournament TBA 
McPherson, KS 

3/4 Sat. McPherson Tournament TBA 
McPherson, KS 

3/6 Alon. Ottawa University 1:00/3:00 
p.m. Kansas Citv, AK ) 

3/8 W’ed.Graceland 1 'nivcrsitv 1:00/3:00 
p.m. Kansas City, MO 
3/1 1 3/19 Spring Break Trip TBA 

Women’s Basketball 
1/28 Sat. BakerUniversitt 2:00p.m. 
Baldwin City, KS 

2/2 Thurs Central .Methodist University 
5:30p.m. Kansas Citv, AK ) 



Glitter Girls Disappointed 
in Title Defense 



Josh Nolen 

Sports Editor 

The Glitter Girls were shocked but not 
surprised at nationals, finishing in sixth 
place in the Hip-Hop division and eighth 
place in the Jazz division. They were 
shocked because they knew they were 
better than other teams, but not surprised 
because judges will be judges. Failing to 
measure up to a national championship in 
Hip-Hop wasn’t easy to take, but they tried 
to pull as many positives as possible. 

“It was a blast competing for another 
national title. After competing in the 
semifinals we realized we were going to 
have to work harder if we wanted to reach 
our goal,” senior Captain Sarah Mumper 
said. 

I .titering the semifinal: in both divisions, 
the girls knew they had a tough task ahead 
of them. The Glitter Girls began the Jazz 
division in twelve place and danced their 
wav to an eighth place finish. 

Although they did not meet their goal 
of placing in the lop live in either division, 
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Women’s Basketball Looking 
to Make Second Half Push 



|osh Nolen 
Sports Editor 

As the second half of the Heart ot America 
Athletic Conference basketball season 
begins, the Avila l nivcrsitv women’s team 
is fighting tor a spot in the field ot eight 
teams in the conference tournament at the 
end ot the season. 

“The team is competing with every team 
we play. Although we have a lot of work 
to do I think we can make the conference 
tournament. It’s like a second season and 
we have the oppurtunity to start over,” 
head coach Greg Mittelsteadt said. 

liven though the team has a losing 
record both in conference and overall, they 
have one of the top ranked defenses in 
the conference according to Mittelsteadt. 
With the ninth ranked team in the nation 
and others following behind Benedictine, 
the team is finding wavs to compete with 
top teams on the court. 

The Eagles have lost more than seven 
games by less than two points and lost a 
buzzer beater to William jewell during 



conference play. One of the highlights for 
the team was a win against Lindenwood, 
who most of the girls on the team consider 
to be one ot their rivals in the conference. 

“We hit a brick wall during the middle 
ot our season when the conference games 
started and we have lost a lot of close games. 
If we could eliminate kev turnovers in 
certain situations, we would be at the top 
of the conference would the other teams,” 
Nicole said. 

"We are not as good as we hoped but we 
are a lot better then some of the teams in 
the past couple of years. We have great 
chemistry and are looking to make the 
conference tournament with a strong 
finish,” junior Kate AIcClung said. 

Although the Eagles are not where 
they want to be, they are working hard to 
eliminate the key turnovers to turnaround 
their season and finish strong against their 
rival teams in the conference tournament. 



spotlight. The girls had fun bonding with 
each of their roommates and also enjoyed 
touring the Walt Disney theme parks when 
they were not competing. 

“We didn’t expect to finish outside the 
top five but we knew what we deserved and 
we accepted that. Now we are currently 
looking forward to competing in the 
conference tournament,” junior Danielle 
Starkey said. 

Now that the national title competition 
is over, the Glitter Girls are taking a break 
from dancing before they go full throttle 
again at the conference tournament at 
W’illinmjewell ( Allege in I .iberty, Missouri, 
on February 1 1. 

“W e have been working on our national 
dances since July, so we are taking a break 
from dancing and taking it off of our mind 
period,” Mumper said. 

After the conference tournament there 
is only one other opportunity to see the 
Glitter ( .iris compete and that is at the last 
home basketball game on February 16th 
against W illiam jewcll, so come out and bid 
the seniors farewell while congratulating 



l or p3rt time Package I landlQrs at f ctll .o Ground, it's like a paid 
workout. The work's demanding, but the rewards are big. tome 
join our team, get n weekly paycheck, tuition assistance and 
break a sweat with the nation's pac kage delivery loader. 

i m 



Requirements include 



Work 5 consecutive davs week 



Ability to lilt and earn 50-75 lbs. 



Load, unloaml & sort packager 



Work in hot & cold environments 



Conti* apply in person at: 



81)00 Cole Parkway 



Shawnee. KS 6<>227 



( all us at 



913 441 7536 or 913 441-7569 

Mam Shifts to Choose From! 



Benefits Include: 
S10-S1 1 per hour with 
raises every 90 days' 
TUITION 



ASSISTANCE & 



NO WEEKENDS! 



Directions: 



West to Highway 10 



Highway 7 North to S3" St 
l ake S3" 1 Si West to Cole 
Parkwav South to FedEx! 
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or your Stomach Problems 



Shows liven up local scene 



When I inhale the scent of stale heer and 
cigarette smoke, 1 am most likely at a small 
har enjoying an evening of local music. I 
went out for another fun night at a show 
on Thursday, January 26th to see a show 
with three hands: l.ast Night Alone, Flak, 
and Handicapped Love Affair. The venue 
was the Grand Emporium. 

Since the show was 21 and over, and I 
am only 20, I got there earlv and grabbed 
one ot the hand’s guitars and walked right 
on anti found a scat. The cover charge was 
$5, so even if I had to pay my way in, it 
wouldn’t have made a dent in mv cash for 
the night. The crowd crept in slower than 
snails, and the bar’s staff were all around 
working on the lighting and getting ready 
tor sound checks.. 

It was the opening band’s, l.ast Night 
Alone’s, first performance. They tilled 



Flak that I enjoyed was when they did a 
cover ot “Sav it Aint So” by W’eezer. 

The last hand, the Handicapped Love 
Affair, was a breath of fresh air compared 
to Flak. The crowd seemed to liven up 
from their poppy sound. After their set 
continued, I noticed flashes ol Simple 
Flan. 

Though most of the crowd didn’t know 
it, the night belonged to Last Night Alone. 
Lead man David Dye’s vocal range and 
stage presence combined with the bands 
energy and ability left a mark in the 
audience’s head and ears. They made a 
bold opening statement to the local music 
scene, and I can’t wait to see them play 
again. 

There are shows like this 3 to 4 times 
a week at different venues around the 



the small, cramped stage with their lively 
energy. Their sound ranged from punk to 
post hardcore. Since they were the opening 
hand, not too many people were there vet 
to enjoy their performance. This was 
disappointing for both the hand anti the 
crowd that was there because those who 
showed up after missed out on a great 
performance and some catchv tunes. 

Flak, the next band, got much more 
attention as people slowly began to 
lill the bar around 9 pm. Their sound 
was a combination of 3 Doors Down, 
Nickclback, and Taproot all balled up and 
put together in one band. Soon after they 
started playing, several drunk, or soon-to- 
be drunk people flocked in front of the 
stage to engage themselves in their music 
and shake their lists. The only part about 



Kansas City area. So if you want to go 
throw a couple hack and enjoy some live 
music check out the bars near you! Each 
band from Thursday night has a Mvspace 
music page, so check them out! 



MVP Baseball 'pings’ in the gaming new year 



Skylar McKeen and Max Thompson 



EA Sports MVP NCAA Baseball 2006 
hit the market last week, making history 
as the first College baseball video game. 
Differing slightly from the past MVP 
games, the games featuring major league- 
players, NCAA Baseball gives gamers the 
chance to play with 128 collegiate teams 
in 19 different stadiums. Equipped with 
a new ‘load and fire’ hitting technique, 
NCAA Baseball 2006 is projected to be 
one of the hottest games out this year. 
Other significant differences from the 
previous MVP games include aluminum 
hats, precision throw and control, school 
spirit amongst fans. Creation /.one and 
NCAA Dynasty. The last two features 



equipment and modern baseball suppliers’ 
presence in the game. In-season challenges 
help break up monotonous schedules, and 
regional and super regional playoffs give 
a much needed change of pace to gaming 
playoffs. If the sound of pings becomes 
overbearing, there is an option to play 
summer league rules with wooden bats. 
The create-a plaver feature is better than 
ever, but the create-a-tcam is a bit of a 
letdown, with no customizable uniform 
options. Overall, the game is everything 
most enthusiasts could have hoped for, 
and a little more. The road to Omaha can 
now be enjoyed by students, dropouts, and 
ten year olds. 



allow gamers m both create their own 
player and create their own college team 
from the ground up. With the popularity 
ol the college baseball world series gaining 
popularity more each year, it seemed as 
though it was only a matter of time before 
the Canadian based EA Sports company 
would come out with a college baseball 
video game. 

Released after the new Xbox 360, 
the game is available on the Xbox and 
Playstation 2 platforms. Those who have 
now experienced the graphics revolution 
of the 361) will be disappointed in poor 
outlining and hiccups in game-play. 
Baseball enthusiasts will love the realistic 



MVP' 06 

NCSA BASEBAU- 



LOAD & FIRE BATTING 



Apple’s iTunes expands podcast service 



(A Pj I n its latest move to broaden its i Pod 
and iTunes franchises, Apple ( a imputcr Inc. 
has introduced “iTunes l’,” a nationwide- 
expansion of a service that makes course 
lectures and other educational materials 
accessible via Apple’s iTunes software. 

I he company behind the iPod portable 
players, the iTunes online music store and 
Macintosh computers hail been working 
with six universities on the pilot project 
for more than a year and expanded the 
educational program this week, inviting 
other universities to sign up. 

Internet access to college lectures 
is nothing new, but listening to them 
on portable gadgets is a more recent 
phenomenon of the digital age, spurred 
in part by the popularity of podcasts, or 
downloadable audio files. 

The University of Missouri offered 
podcasts of lectures through its school 



network before it signed up with Apple last 
summer as a pilot school. Bur “iTunes l ’ 
offered a software and service package for 
free, said Keith Politic, the development 
oflicer at the university’s School of 
Journalism. 

The market dominance ol Apple’s iTunes 
Music Store and iPods, which helped spawn 
the podcast movement, also was kcv. 

“Our students are digital natives. W e seek 
to meet our students where they are, and 
iTunes is the interface that most of our 
students are already familiar with,” Politte 
said. 

Apple’s service otters universities a 
customized version of the iTunes software, 
allowing schools to post podcasts, audio 
books or video content on their iTunes 
affiliated Web sites. The iTuncs-based 
material will be accessible on W indows- 
based or Macintosh computers and 



transferable to portable devices, including 
Apple's iPods. 

The service lets institutions decide 
whether they want to limit access to certain 
groups or open the material to the public. 

For instance, Stanford University, which 
joined the pilot program last tall, gives the 
public tree access not only to some lectures 
but also to audio broadcasts ot sporting 
events through its iTunes-affiliated site. 

Schools and universities have historically 
been major contributors to Apple’s 
computer sales. With iTunes U, Apple 
‘is leveraging the ubiquity that we’ve 
established on campuses with iPods and 
iTunes,” said Chris Bell, .Apple’s director 
of product marketing for iTunes. 
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• Early fullness while eating 
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Reviews of recent video game releases 



(KR'I'j FYFTC )V: KINETIC 

If you’ve got the room and a PS2, you’re 
officially out of excuses to break your 
resolution to get into shape. “EyeToy: 
Kinetic” takes every workout tape or 
DVD you’ve ever tossed in the closet and 
rentiers them obsolete, offering a true 
virtual gym that _ provided you can meet 
the requirements _ will leave you proudly 
sore the next morning. 

“Kinetic” shares similarities with other 
EyeToy games _ long story short, the 
camera tracks your movements while 
you interact with onscreen objects. But 
while more recreational EvcToy games 
involved moderate physical activity that 
rarely extended below your hips, “Kinetic’ 
forces your whole body to move in order 
to complete exercises _ developed by 
no less than Nike Motionworks _ that 
are rigorous, challenging, responsive to 
your (hopefully increasing) abilities and 
genuinely effective. “Kinetic” also offers 
some instant gratification by way of a 
high score system. That alone gives it: a 
tremendous upside over staid, stationary 
\v< )rkout videos. 

The only downside is the same downside 
every EvcToy title has: You need optimum 
lighting _ and, in “Kinetic’s” case, a lot 
of room to move _ for the camera to 
properly detect your movements. Provided 
you have the light and the room, you’ll 
also need some time and patience to find 
the best settings for you. Sony includes a 
special lens adapter that it claims is crucial 
for achieving optimum settings, but this 
reviewer actually had far better results 
without it attached. Your mileage may 
vary. 



BUST-A-MOVE DS 

For: Ninendo DS 

You might recognize “Bust-a-Move” 
under its more famous name, “Snood,” but 
what you might not know is that “BAM” 
has been, is and probably always will be 
the better game. That’s especially true on 
the Nintendo DS: Where “Snood 2” was 
a disastrously bad cash-in disguised as a 
game, “BAM DS" is well made and clearly 
designed with the system’s best features in 
mind. 

For those unfamiliar, “BAM” works like 
t his: Shoot one of several different-colored 
bubbles toward a cluster of bubbles at the 
top of the playing field. Connect three or 
more bubbles of the same color, and they 
pop (ideally taking down any loosened 
bubbles with them for combo purposes). 
Fail, and the bubble becomes part of the 
cluster. Let the cluster dip below the line, 
and it’s game over. 

W ith “B AMDS," Taiio has transformed 
the DS’ touch screen into a slingshot that 
allows you to fling bubbles at the cluster its 
carefully or powerfully as is needed. Not 
only is this much more fun than simply 
picking an angle and pressing a button 
(also supported, if you so please), it’s also 
miles more intuitive. 

“BAM” nails the puzzle fundamentals: 
It's easy to learn, hard to master, completely 
addictive and high on replay value. And if 

the three very different (and surprisingly 

deep) single-player modes somehow aren't 
enough, “BAMDS” also allows up to five 
players to go at it wirelessly using a single 
card. All that ... for S20? Talk about a 
steal. 



SUPER MARIO STRIKERS 

For: Gamecube 

From: Next Level Games/Nintendo 

Mario knows more sports than Bo, 
and few arcade sports games work on 
tire level soccer does, so “Super Mario 
Strikers” was as inevitable as a hot day in 
Phoenix. “Strikers” stays true to the Mario 
sports formula: It’s technically polished, 
extremely accessible, deeper than it initially 
appears, and best enjoyed in the company 
of others. 

Strikers most closely emulates indoor 
soccer by shrinking the field of play and 
assigning five players (a captain, three 
secondary characters and a goalie) instead 
of 11 to each team. The ball never goes out 
of bounds, thanks to an electric fence that 
encloses the field and also zaps any players 
checked into it. (Penalties? Pssh, no such 
thing.) Typical scoring rules apply, though 
captains can score two points with a well- 
executed special kick. Traditional skills 
_ deke, slide tackles, touch passing _ will 
take you far, but “Mario Kart”-style special 
items are sometimes available when all else 
fails. Bowser also occasionally drops in to 
wreak havoc (someone really needs to lock 
that guy up). Games in general move very 
quickly, and the computer offers a nice 
challenge on the higher difficulty levels. 

“Strikers” offers the expected suite of 
stadiums, characters and modes of play 
(cup and custom tournaments, quick 
play, practice). Its real value, of course, 
is as a multiplayer game. If you’ve ever 
experienced the joy that is a two-on-two 
“Mario Tennis” match, know that “Strikers” 
matches the fun factor of that game while- 
managing to raise the frenzy bar even 
higher. 



GAUNTLET: SEVEN SORROWS 

For: Playstation 2 and Xbox 

Xbox 360 Compatible: Not yet 
“Gauntlet” has undergone several 
rcinventions, both regrettable and 
otherwise, since gaming entered the 3D 
age. With “Seven Sorrows,” Midway has 
gone back to the basics. Abu can take 
or leave the end result _ it’s shallow and 
generally lacking in terms of pomp. But it’s 
also about as faithful to the formula as a 
'Gauntlet” game can be expected to be. 

I low faithful, you ask? For starters, the 
four characters from way back when _ the 
warrior, elf, vaikyrie and wizard _ are back 
in charge, and their attributes (strength 
versus speed versus magical ability) should 
look familiar to fans of the 21 -year-old 
original. The announcer (“Wizard needs 
food!”) has returned, and the gameplay 
almost entirely consists of hacking and 
slashing your way through an army ol 
enemies, almost always 10 or more deep 
at a time. There are special moves and 
combos _ prettv much a staple in any hack/ 
slash game _ but “Sorrows” seems content 
to leave well enough alone and not muddle 
too much with the original “Gauntlet” 
recipe. 

Whether that's good or bail news comes 
down to your tastes. If you like mindless 
entertainment, “Sorrows” will serve you 
well. Single-player and co-op (online or 
otherwise) modes are available, and it’s the 
kind of game you can easily pick up and 
play for a while, put away, and take out and 
play again. It’s not for everyone, hut it you 
loved “Gauntlet” back in the day, it might 
be for you. 



Breaking the Bubble 

Ben Digman 



So, if given the opportunity, would you 
rather see a movie on cable TV, on DVD, 
or in vour local Cincplcx? A tint', little 
film bv ( )scar-winning director Steven 
Soderbergh is turning Hollywood inside 
out bv arriving in all three places at once. 

Mere’s whv Hollywood is scared. Their 
ant Uprated svstem < >t cascading tlistributu in 
works as follows: 

Theater > l intels Airplanes > Home 
Video > Pav Fable > Broadcast TV 

The major movie studios relv on this 
svstem to glean the most money out of 
movie-watchers as possible. This method 
guarantees that even the least-fixed llicks 
will pull in millions of dollars. 

But if given the option, would we, the 
movie going public at large, spent! more 
of our money on seeing the movies we 
want, the way we want to see them? 
Soderbergh and the independent studio 
2929 Entertainment is betting just that. 

2929 Entertainment creators Mark 
Cuban and Todd Wagner are very aware 
of the ripples their new strategy is creating. 



"There is nothing more fun than blowing 
up tired traditions to create better business 
models and better customer experiences,” 
Cuban was quoted as saving in a recent 
New York Times article. 

In most aspects of business, giving the 
customer what they want is a positive move. 
The movie business likes its traditions, 
however, and has little desire to conform 
to what the public wants. 

But, in the end, can a little movie, from a 
little movie studio really make a dent with 
the big hi iv s? 

f rom a financial point-of-view, releasing 
a movie in both markets is an experiment 
worth trying. With the box-office in a 
steady free fall, the benefits of theater 
distribution are slowly dissipating. It’s an 
expensive process.. .the cost of creating 
35mm prints of a film reach in the millions 
alone and adding in distribution deals 
with theater chains and promotions easily 
exceeds the amount many films cost to 
make in the first place. 



Then the film actually reaches theaters 
and can he made or broken bv the audience 
reaction. Stealth is an excellent example. 
Sure, it was a bad idea in the first place but 
this sorry excuse for a film was made on a 
production budget of S135 million. Once 
released in theaters it went on to fall out 
of the box office top 10 within two weeks, 
earning only S32 million in its entire 
theatrical run. 

W hen released on video, however, 
Stealth was a cnmplcteh different stun. In 
it’s opening weekend on video it debuted at 
#3 on rental charts, renting over - million 
copies in one week alone. Nearly N weeks 
later, it still rents over 1 million copies a 
week, on average. 

Taking into consideration the 
significantly less expensive process of 
digitizing film anil producing DVD’s, this 
is a much more financially sound process 
for studios to undertake. 

Now, for the movie going experience: 

In my opinion, simultaneous release still 
leaves open the possibility of catching your 



favorite flick in theaters, which can be both 
a positive and negative experience. My fear 
is that if the video release of films proves 
more financially beneficial tor studios 
than the theatrical release, the studios will 
release fewer and lewer films in theaters 
to maximize their gains, after all this is 
almost strict 1\ a business to them. While I 
do agree that negative theater experiences 
are beet tilling tin ire predt >m inant, a pt isitive 
theater experience remains one of the most 
enjoyable escapes available and, all in all, I 
would hate to be refused the opportunity 
to see great films in theaters. 

Who knows what will actually come of 
this experiment. We’re all painfully aware 
of how slow I lollvwood is to break out ol 
their conservative anil antiquated svstem, 
so perhaps this will disappear faster than it 
ever came about. I guess we’ll have to stick 
around to find out. 
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Gordon Tenure More than a 
Flash, Students Remember 



MaxRant: Slavery 
Incomparable 




The Talon 

President Tom Gordon is gone, but 
remembered by many students. Since 
this is the “unzipped” version of the 
Talon, here’s two stories about our former 
President that say just a little about his 
personality and his goals as the leader of 
the university. 

Tim 1 ladsell came to Avila hoping to 
play volleyball at the collegiate level, lie 
arrived from his hometown of Wichita 
anxious to get the season started. Fall 
practices led to a winter season that would 
never happen.“Just before the season 
started, the program was cut,” 1 ladsell 
says, "I was disappointed, frustrated, and 
angry.” 

A lot of people pointed fingers at the 
coaching staff for a lack of recruiting or 
devotion to the program. Others pointed 



lingers at athletic department head figures. 
The Talon sent reporters out to sniff up 
a story. Most school officials, however, 
were mum on the subject. “1 couldn’t get 
answers from anyone. My coach wouldn’t 
even talk to me,” Hadsell says. 

After weeks of contemplating his future, 
[ladsell decided to transfer to another 
school where he could pursue his athletic 
career. It was at a school rally for winter 
sports when he met with Gordon face 
to face. “Mr. Gordon, my name is Tim 
Hadsell, how are you doing?” 

“Just fine, we’ve got a good crowd here 
tonight. How’s your semester going?”. 



“Not too bad, just preparing with my 
classes, getting ready to transfer.” 

“W hy are you transferring?” 

“Because you cut my volleyball 
program.” 

Hadsell’s account leaves Gordon 
speechless following the exchange, and 
walking off to talk to another student. 

“1 appreciate that he was able to talk to 
me so easily, and be concerned, but 1 felt 
like he dropped the ball when it came to 
the tough question,” Hadsell says. 

This isn’t to say that all stories regarding 
the president are negative. To the contrary, 
his tenure was successful on many levels. 
He brought many donations to the school, 
spent time in the dorms with students, and 
dined alongside faculty at the cafeteria. 
Many students and faculty members 
often talked of his personable nature, and 
his general 
enthusiasm for 
the university. 
Brett 

Koremenos 
moved from 
Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin to 
Kansas City 
to attend at 
Avila. During 
convocation, 
he introduced 
himself to 
Gordon, who 
immediately 
referenced 
a doctor in 
Milwaukee 
who just 

happened to be 
friends of the 
Koremenos 
family. 

Needless to say, 
Brett was taken 
by surprise, but 
also comforted 
a bit by the long 
distance that 
was suddenly 
made shorter 
by a simple 
relationship Gordon had developed. 

Undoubtedly there will always be 
positive and negative views on a 
Presidency, whether it be as a head of 
state, a company, ora university. The hope 
is that the lasting impression is one that 
is mostly positive, and leaves the school 
and figure in good standing. If a poll was 
taken on Gordon’s job and popularity, one 
could probably assume a positive response 
would be the result. That’s all any president 
could ask for - that the people under his or 
her command approve of the job he or she 
has done. 



Max Thompson 

There seems to be this need in \merica 
to constantly compare unfair political, 
economic, agricultural, and ecological 
relationships or situations to slavery. More 
recently. Senator I lillarv Clinton compared 
the Bush administration's control of the 
House to that of a plantation. She wasn't 
the first privileged American to make such 
a comparison, and she certainh will not be 
the hist. 

It comes as no surprise that her remarks 
were met with tierce debate and c< >nt n iversv. 
Many headlines read “Were Clinton's 
plantation comparisons too harsh?” Well, 
let’s think about this. 

In America, when one 
thinks of a plantation, one thinks of 
shivery. The natural connection is part 
of our historical knowledge. Our country 
fought a civil war over many things, but 
primarily slavery. It could be argued that 
the greatest bat tle throughout the short life 
of the United States has been that of civil 
rights - stemming from the I Emancipation 
Proclamation. Before the decree, an 
argument tor the rights of “negroes” was 
inconceivable. 

The basic definition of slavery goes 
something like this: The state ( >f one bound 
in servitude as the property of a slaveholder 
or household. That rcallv doesn’t even 
begin to encapsulate what rcallv went 
on during our country’s youngest years. 
T hese slaves weren't prisoners of war or 
lower class members ol a caste who had 
no other option. These were people torn 
from their homes and their families, stolen 
from the only land they knew, and they 
were tortured, tormented, and loathed tor 
the rest of their lives. That goes beyond 
a general definition of a word that a large 



population of Americans hold to mean so 
much more. 

Can there be ant doubt that Hillary 
knew exactly what she was doing in front 
of a crowd comprised mostly of African 
Americans? ( )r is it possible she took her 
privileged position lor granted:' 

“[The House] has been run like a 
plantation, and you know what I’m talking 
about. It has been run in a way so that 
nobody with a contrary view has had .t 
chance to present legislation, to make an 
argument, to be heard,” she said. 

Certainly that group of African 
Americans knows what you mean Hillary, 
and I imagine they were astounded 
when you took the words right out of 
their mouths. Since we’re already in the 
sarcastic part of mv rant, senator, let’s just 
keep going. Are the members of the House 
that do speak up beaten until collapse, as 
well? W hen a representative runs to the 
bathroom during an important speech, 
are his or her feet bludgeoned with a 
sledgehammer upon return in front of 
the rest of the members? If these things 
happen, then we could really start making 
some connections. 

I’m notdefendingtheBushadministration, 
nor am I soleh attacking Senator Clinton. 
1 am tired ot athletes, political figures, 
celebrities, and other citizens ot privilege 
in our societt comparing the mundane 
challenges of their lives to the incredible 
sufteringot an entire race. I would just like 
to believe that someday soon, we could all 
realize that no matter how drastic a point 
we are trying to make, there is no domestic 
comparison other than true slavery to that 
which stained our country’s image not that 
It mg agt t. 



“Polishing Your 
interview Ski !ls ” 
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Wednesday , 

* February 15, 2006 
12:30-1:45 pm 
| Da 1 1 avis 800 
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Learn: 

« About the dynamics of a professional interview. 

• How to approach interview questions effectively 

• The “ins" and “outs" of behavioral interviewing. 

• To prepare for Practice Interviews and 
“the real thing.’’ 

• To promote yourself effectively. 

Emilie Rottinghaus, will make her sixth appearance to share her wisdom 
and tne key to interview success. As a young professional with more than 
ten years of recruiting experience, Ms. Rottinghaus is the local Recruiting 
Manager for Enterprise Rent-a-Car. 

Emitie is a dynamic presenter. You won't want to miss her 1 

Attend, learn, and register for a door prizel 
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cruise between qrfivj 
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FINALLY PICKED A 
M/0£ HOW PQ£S 
CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY 
SOUMP? 






;p° I heard 



vou 

SPEEEEP 

MV 

WRONG! 



A College Girl Named Joe 



hv Aaron Warrior 



r \ i iw0in , X don'l •j-hink. 

|H«SHErAUW;s whole chocalo.+e ciEu 

' u ™" 1 9 is gonna work... 3 

KQIHE <=*"* aST? 



Two Dudes 



by Aaron Warner 



AFTER NINE YEARS OF GOING TO 
MS COLLEGE, PAYING INFLATEP 
FEES, AMP HAVING NOTHING TO SAY 
ABOUT 11, 1 FISAU.V CAUGHT AM 
ERROR IN Mr FINANCIAL AIP, 9VPF! 



. . ANP ILL FINALLY 
GET lOSMlB IlK ' 
CAN'T GETAWAY WITH 
ANYTHING THEY IKAVT/ 
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I he Family Monster by losh Shalek 



A Collcqc Girl Named Joe 



mvscoou 

YOU WOULP BE GREAT 
AT THAT! YOU'P BE 



WHAT IS 
CRIMINAL 
PSYCHOEOGY? 



bv^XaronWamer 

I PON'T KNOW. 
I'M JUST SEEING 
HOW IT SOUNPS 
FOR NOW. 

/ 



SOMETIMES I 
THINK THIS COLLEGE 
IS OUT TO GET HE! 



I GOT A PARKING TICKET 
WHILE 1 WAS IN PAYING 
FOR A PARKING TICKET. 



WHY PO YOU 
SAY THAT? 
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The Talon recognizes African American History Month 
and the struggle for civil rights around the world. 



The campaign for 



Q I/oncly acts 
of courage 



1 Ike. 1955 

Montgomery, Ala.: Kmi* fork* arnMnl 
fur nhi'ing u» glte up nmi on hu*. Rev. 
Martin l.uihcr King Jr. leads hu* tvicutl 

2 .Sept. 1957 

Ulllc Ruck. Ark.: Sloe black 
iliulcnl* mnrfl at (Vmral High; 
l*n-M.kni I'dicnhuHcr vend* 
parmtuuper' to pn neii ihein 




3 Feb. I960 
Urtcniboro, N.C.: hw 
bUt culLff siislenis Mage 
'll In a: 'Cgrefatrit lunch 
ivunicr 

4 Mnv 1961 
Jarkvon. MUa: 

An ft) wegreg-lkvmu ,1151 
•lukrt "frmtim ridcT*” 
bin iouR rule ftvuvcd 
aitcraim on falml 
iloegieg.jtini onlei« 

5 Oct. 1961 

Oifnrd, Mlw.: Junes Meredith 
ntrnlliat t Intimity of 
Mliu"ippt*ft fira hUek undent: 

IY.-N.U-ni Kenned) wndv in 
fMJKrnaJcr 

6 April 1963 

lllrmlnghnrn. Ala.: King jsHrtl riming pn<e»t*. unir* “I Met 
fnwi lllnnin(.lam Jail” urping: ItlmhciLmiv nf unfuu Ian * 



Strengthlnnmnfiers 

Origins of some m^jor olvll rights groups 



1963 - 

rA. I%8 

{^Progress 

and backlash 

1 May 1963 
liirmlnghuni. Ala.: 
fkriive lum flrv lane*, 
itng' aganiM Nad. 
(!t*ninn 'Halin' 

June 1963 
Jnckson, Miss.: NAACP 
official MnJgar liven nnmlerrri; 

tun trial* rnd uiih hung juiic*. 
'U'pcet (mall) own. id m IVJ4 

3 Aug. 1963 
Wu'hingtiin, D.C.: IStUO) 

ik-numvi.-jiun hear king itchier 
“I llaie a Ricam" *fveili 

4 Sept. 1963 

lllrminghum. Ala.: Chur.n mcil Inr pn>tcM 

inerting* l» nnlx-.l four )inng girl. I 1 ll. 1 l 

5 Aug. 1964 
Neshnlio ( 'minty. MR*.: Untie* 

munleml dill ngtm unkcti tnunb 
ringleader finall) enntkled In 

6 Feb. 1965 
llurtrm. No* York City: Malcolm X *M 

to iknth ai'lcr breaking uilh Iliad Muilimi 

7 Mnirh 1965 
Scltnu. Ala.: ‘‘Illnmly Snrwtay police .iiurl 
wring right 1 marchri* at bridge 

H April I 96 R 
Memphis. Tenn.: Sniper fill* King ut 
hotel; Jam.-* Iiarl Ka> later com ivied 



1D0B . 1925 

National A«odmlon for tho 1 Uratticrtwod 
AiMuwtnwnt of Colored ol Stooping Car 
ftocpifl (NAACP) I Pnriora tobor un*n 



1943 

Congrnsn ol Racial Eauality 

1944 

Unltotl Negro Callogo f und 




1957 

Southern Christian Loadomhlp Conloronca 

I960 

Studunt Nonviolonl CoorrJinating Commltton 

1966 

Slack Panthom 



Nationwide 

legal victories 



May 1054 Jan. 1904 ! 

Eupromo Court's JMUi Amondmorst 
Drown v. Hoard nbotehos poll lax 



•JSOMrlTT 

v iHelMiUealte 

n. 

I l-y| 



ol Education 
doc -don 
aboishos public 
cchool 
ang rogation 



1 1 1*, ... im . _..if im,. 



uiod in South to , 
konp poor blacks 
from voting 

July 1064 J 

Civil RigniB Act 
bans disc rtml nation 
by racn. color, 
rabgon or national 
onqm 



Aug- 1965 • 


June 1B07 


L April 1971 


March 1068 

Civt Rights RostorBtion 


Voting Rigtits 


Supromo 


Supmmo 


Act tic 1, ns 


Court strikes 


Court allows 


Act bans racial 


Southorn 


down 16 


busing as 


dtscrimnallon by pnvatn . 


Wad'S vote 


status' laws 


wnyol 


groups rocaiving fodarnl | 


unhindered | 


a gainst 


■ntagratlng 


tunds 

Nov. 1991 ! 

Civil Righta Ac. 


Sept. 1965 - 
Presidon: 


interracial 

mn'riago 


pub 1 * 

sdiools 


Johnson orders April 1966 




Blrong’.hons civil riglita 


’unm-adve 


Civil Rights Act 


itrws. ponairiostoriob 


action' in 


bans housing 




discrimination 


lodoral hiring 


docriminalcn 








Our talented photographer is 
now batting 5-1 but in the spirit 
ol the recent holidays he made 
this one a little easier, land the 
6 changes in the picture below. 
E-mail them to talon-news- 
network@excite.com, the first 
correct entry will win a 256MB 
flash drive. Good Luck 



Way to be Johnathan for finding 
the differences in the photo quiz 
for the December issue. Enjoy 
the flash drive. 
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